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| driver's seat
The Vancouver-shot Robin -
Williams comedy RV took in

$16.4 million, good eno
-~ for mp spot at the box aﬁe
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Taming Tammy on their own terms

MOVIES: These peuple are having the times of thﬁll‘ lives bankrolling and filming

David Spaner

ON-THE SET

(G0t nb roney tomake that movie
yr-:':.u want o make?

You could Lﬂnf-m;]Er copying Tra-
oy . Smith and her frends/ They
‘callected 5200 from 35 ‘people;

naming each of themn an “exectitive |

iproducer’ whiwill receive two'per
‘centof the net profits, and now
they're digitally shooting the
Cromante comedy Taming Tammy.

“Pyople reallywant 1o be a part of
1 ok s._-.ys Taming Taimmy director
ﬁlﬁl}ﬂ "Theywantto get behind

- the carand push.”

Tﬂmfng Tammny is an intriguing
mix of old-ahd new-style film-
making, [ts & contemporary inde.
pendent film being financed ina
thorotigh; novel manner, but it's
being filmediikea: 1830s" movie
shot on & Hollvwood-studia lot. .

“Time of my iife;T Smith Sayswith
a broad smile, s the action Tesunies
and the movies co-star (and Smith’s
Taming Tammy co-writer) Aleks
Paunoyic makes his way down'a
North Vancouverstreet, froma
nightalubtoa gym, being leased
-along with way by diffy boxers Mat-
tv Finichio.and Ryan Robibins.

Thisisn't an actual North Van
streelolis a sceelscapelveseenon
any number of visiis to Lions Gate
Studios: Thie painted storefronts are

DIRECTOR TRACY D. EMHH Time of my life. warNE LEDENFROST — THE PROVINCE

more decoration than movie back-
-drop but Smith wanted to use them

and Lions Gate executive Peter
Leach, whosigned on as'one of
Taming Tammy’s executive pro-
ducers; was agreeable.

I 'don’t go o movies towatch real-

(i It's not thatT go for sugar, butl
‘want {o see somethig that’s height-

encd. And that s the little sireet
wwe've created,” says Smith.

Not surprising, m:ms'i::lenng
Simith's affection fot ald movies. She
and her co-producer, Sophie

McGany (thev'ne twoof seven actu-
al Taming Tanmny producets), love
oldtime screwball comedies, with
their strong female characters por-
trayed by smart-talking actors such
as Barbara Stanwyck.

“I'ma huge: feminist and the
romantic comedies are a femln}SL
genre, says Smith, who goes abouit
her business like the smarf-talking
independentgalsin screwball
comedies. Smith is on the hnan:l of
Wornerin Filin and McGarry's pres-
ident of the organization.

'scnpt development for its pr
‘er Brightlight Pictares:)

“Tracys the fireball,” Eaj'ﬁ McGar-
iy, Mand. hl:-l;h qfus justlove doing

‘what we're doing.”"

Smith had lu'nrkﬂd_mtl': Taming
Tammy co-star Earah-]ane Red-
mond when she starred in TV's
Eimmzmd (Emlﬂ'r Was w-:rrhn in

U_C—

Redmond was agood’ fivfor this
ddlaptalion of. Ehmmgqf thie Shrew.

“Shesso gopdatit. Oh my god. She
has the sass and she's a goddess —
the classiest woman on the planet.”
She's pleased with Paunovie, 100,
“From the firstrehearsal the bwo of
mem&afdchenﬁsuy He's so funny:

.and he's soswaet. All'the girls on
set hm:r: gwxe a crush on Him. It's
'-quit& adorabie actually”

 whi up in suniny -Peni-
ticton, mlregl}f{?mcmd the shors

“I've never really broken into the.
‘independent film scene here and that
just opened it up for me, It was either get
‘out of the business orstart working in
stuff like this. It's been a blast. You have
50 much room to create the magic.”

— Sarah-lane Redmond, Taming Tommy co-star

“1 like rthe fact m‘; character is a
woman fulfilled in her own life —
itisn’'t anything external And 1
wanied to dosomething fun;” she
says. Redmond's awell-knoiwn Van-
cotveractor, having co-starred for
eight years.on TV's Da Vinci's
[ngquest, but Teming Tammy —
along with'a starring role in Damon
Vignale's upcoming sci-fi thriller
The Fritraice — marks hereniry
into the Vancouver indie scene.
“I've never really broken into the
independent [ scene here and
that just opened it up forme,” she
says. Itwas either get oul of the
busitiess or start workingin stuff

like this. Its been-a blast. You have 1V

so much room to create the magic:
Tracy always gives us one ortwo
extra takes to dowhatwe want with
| el

Smithis more than happywith
Redmonds momantic-comedy chops:

'Who's to say what the ru

Sandm Gers Dumped and Sandra

Goes to Whistler, and/has otheriea-
tures inthe works, all'involving
romanticrelatibnships.

“With Tracy, it’s all therapy on

film,” says McGarry,

Taring Tanimy's 510,000 budpet
is'a mite misl&admg Minus its
donated labour, -E!qmpmenl. COS-
mes, CﬂtEI.’II'IgLﬂnLI locations, it
would Have cost “at least $200,000,”
says MeGarry. About 100 people are
invalved in the project, working
long Saturdays and Sundavs to
avoid interference with day jobs.
"Theyiwant to build the indepen-
dent flm mmmuuiq," 535.!'3 McGar-
rv. " They have more creative input
andl they get a high off it."
Redmond| {or one; is! unprﬂssed
with the creative inancing,
"Well, they're getting it done:
esare.”

dspaterEpnRg carvest ool

NOW SHOOTING: Movie writer David Spaner on five productions filming around B.C. this week

Three Moons over Milford
Elizabeth McGovern, who's done
rifce Work in some strong films
(starting with Ragtime), stars in this
ABC Family Channel series thar,
started shoating In'Bumaby in mid-
Apriland continues:tili July.

i W

Kickin It Old Skool

This comedy starring Jamie
Kennedy bas brought a large ehunk
of the 19805 backito Vahcouver,
with a castincluding Erils Esuav.:la
and Emmanuel Lewis. Shnntmg in
‘downtown Vancouver this week.
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iAma:icml Venus

Produsction’s just getting under-
way on local independent filmmak:

er Bruce Sweeney’s latest movie.
It’s a psychological drama with

Hfmz'f

TTTE fami |;.r ad’uentu re filmi, shoot-
gy iy Vancolversinge, March.
moves onupto the Sunshine Coast
this week, shmﬂng there until

‘Rebecca De Mornay and fane :Satu?day_ starsinclute Timothy
McGregor, Hutton and .iue‘i Richardsom:
- —_— T ——— — — —E _h:

White Noise 2
This sequel to Jast year“s hithorror
th'rJ!Ier made some rinise downtown

|ast weelk; shooting action scepes

near The Provinces offices, I towm
till May, It stars Kates Sackhoff and

Nathan Fillion.
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